
Date: 

Charing Guild of Players present 

The Real Inspector Hound 
By  Tom Stoppard 

TALKING HEADS by Alan Bennett 
 

A Lady of Letters  
 

and 
A Bed Among the Lentils 

 



CHARING GUILD OF PLAYERS 

 Patron   The Rev Sheila Cox 

 Chairman   Carolyn Banham 

 Deputy Chairman   John Easun 

 Honorary Secretary   Valerie Parsons 

 Honorary Treasurer   Peter Lilley  

 Committee   Anton Banham, Nick Hawley, 
  Michael Headley, Jean Latter, 
  Gill Magson, John Roberts,  
  Karen Wright 

This production 
 

Talking Heads by Alan Bennett 
 

Alan Bennett sealed his reputation as the master of observation with the 
series of 12 ground-breaking monologues, originally filmed for BBC Televi-
sion. At once darkly comic, tragically poignant and wonderfully uplifting, 
Talking Heads is widely regarded as a modern classic.  

The two series were first broadcast in 1988 and 1998, and have since 
been broadcast on BBC Radio and included in the A Level and GCSE Eng-
lish Literature syllabus.  
 

The Real Inspector Hound by Tom Stoppard 
 

Following on from our February production of a number of very short 
plays/sketches by TS, we thought we would reprise one we first  
performed way back in May 1982!!  
Inspector Hound is a short, one-act play  The plot follows two theatre 
critics named Moon and Birdboot who are watching a ludicrous setup of a 
country house murder mystery, in the style of a whodunit. By chance, 
they become involved in the action causing a series of events that parallel 
the play they are watching.  I don’t think TS likes critics much!   
Keep your wits about you though, you could get a little confused!!! 



Past Productions 

 

A Brief History of the Guild 

 

We believe that there was amateur drama in Charing before World War II but it was not until 

December 1946 that the Reverend Peter Birkett formed the Charing Guild of Players. Six days 

later, on Christmas Eve, they performed a Pageant of the Nativity. 

Surprisingly there is no record of any further activity until six years later when in December 

1952 Quiet Weekend was performed in the Village Hall. Over the next five years there were 

another five productions, all in the Village Hall. 

The Guild's first production in the Barn, in May 1958, was Christopher Fry's The Lady's Not For 

Burning. The author visited the Barn during rehearsals. From then on the Guild has produced 

plays every year, a total by now of well over a hundred. 



We apologise if 
you find  

yourself covered 
in ginger fluff!!! 

It gets  
everywhere!! 



Rehearsing... 

is... 

Such fun!!!! 

A Lady of Letters 
 

Miss Irene Ruddock Valerie Parsons 

Directed by     Michael Headley 

Irene Ruddock is a single woman living near Bradford who is not 

afraid to speak, or rather write, her mind: she writes letters to her 

MP, the police, the chemist – everyone she can, to remedy the  

social ills she sees around her. Finally, she seems to have written 

one letter  too far, the consequences of which, dramatically change 

her life! 

Bed among the Lentils 

Susan   Karen Wright 

Directed by     Michael Headley 

There will be an Interval of 10 minutes 

Susan, an alcoholic, nervous vicar's wife who has to travel  

into Leeds to go to the off-licence because of her debts with the  

local shop keeper, distracts herself from her ambitious, and, as she 

sees him, vainly insensitive husband and his doting parishioners by 

conducting an affair with a nearby grocer, Ramesh Ramesh the 

third, discovering something about herself and God in the process.  



The Real Inspector Hound 
by Tom Stoppard 

Moon 
BirdBoot 

Mrs Drudge (the help) 
Simon Gascoyne 

Felicity Cunningham 
Lady Cynthia Muldoon 

Major Magnus Muldoon 
Inspector Hound 
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Prompt 

Rob Francis 
Peter Lilley 
Gill Magson 
Richard Austin 
Karina Hymers 
Louise Payne 
Mark Woods 
John Easun 
 
Carolyn  Banham 
Shivaun  Davidson 
 

Stage Manager 
Assistant Stage Manager 
Set built and Painted by 

 
Properties by 

Sound by 
Operated by 
Lighting by 

Front of House 
 

Hair by 
Box Office 

Poster Design and Programme by 

Allan Bone 
Richard Austin 
Allan Bone, Brian White, 
Jean Latter, Anne Winograd, Anton Banham 
Cast and Crew, Sue Lowen 
Carolyn Banham  
Carolyn Banham 
Anton Banham, Ian Avery 
Jean Latter,  Brian White,  Anne  
Winograd 
Richard Austin 
Charing Stores 
Richard Austin and Carolyn Banham 

Thank you!  -  
as ever to the wonderful backstage crew who do so much for us during 

rehearsals and performances! 
To Sue Lowen for making the ‘Swamp Shoes’! - We’ll be back to ask!! 

To FHOD’s for the loan of the chaise longue. 
To Shivaun who appeared from nowhere to join us and ended up as 

prompt!! (She’s played just about every part!!) 
To all who give 110% - you know who you are!! 

It is very much appreciated by me 
CAB 

Dress Rehearsal, 
on the hottest 

and sunniest day 
of the year…… 

so far!!! 
Where’s  

Magnus??? 


